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DD II SSCCUUSSSS II OONN   QQUUEESSTT II OONNSS   AANNDD   FFOOLL LLOOWW--UUPP   EEXXEERRCC II SSEESS

11.. KK II NNGG ’’ SS   QQUUEESSTT   ––   BB .. JJ ..   BBEESSTT   (( PP   77 ))
For Discussion:

• Nostalgia – How does Best’s poem evoke nostalgia in both the author and the
reader?

• Identity –  Is there an identity struggle latent in the speaker of this poem? Why
or why not?

• Imagery – Explain how the imagery used affects the intensity of the poem.

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Fairytale – Write a poem with your own interpretation of a fairytale. Be sure to

make clear why you took this particular spin on an old classic, as evidenced via
your own emotions and voice.

PPOOEETTRRYY
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22 .. TTHHEE   OODDDDSS   ––   JJEENNNNYY   BBRROOWWNNEE   (( PP   88 ))
For Discussion:

• Tone – What is Browne’s tone in this poem? Sarcastic? Wounded? Content?
How does the author suggest many different feelings within the reader?

• Numbers – How do you feel about the use of numbers and statistics within the
poem? Does it demonstrate a certain childlike innocence, or a more mathemat-
ical understanding and clarity?

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Study Hall – Think of an academic subject you have studied that you do not

think relates to poetry. Now try and turn that seemingly un-poetic subject into
verse.

33 .. hh ii ss   mmoo tt hh ee rr   hh aa ss   aa   gg ll aa ss ss   ee yy ee ––   MMAARRCCEELL   GGAAUUTTHH II EERR   (( PP   11 00 ))
For Discussion:

• Structure – Explain how the spacing of this poem assists in its overall meaning.
• Voice – Discuss the importance of voice in this piece. How does the speaker

aptly convey his feelings of fascination for the woman? 

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Structure – Explore the idea of playing with structure. List ways in which it can

help or hinder a piece of writing. Think of one example of a poem you would
like to write which can incorporate both visual and written structural elements.
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44 .. SSEECCOONNDD -- SSKK II NN   RRHH II NNEESSTTOONNEE -- SSPPAANNGGLLEEDD   NNUUDDEE   SSOOUUFFFF LLÉÉ   CCHH II FF FFOONN
GGOOWWNN   ––   LL AANNDDOONN   GGOODDFFRREEYY   (( PP   11 11 ))
For Discussion:

• Sexuality – How does the author characterize sexuality through a seemingly
inanimate object? 

• Repetition – Does the refrain of “tonight” evoke a kind of desperation and
intensity within the poem? Why or why not? 

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Celebrity – Think of your favorite celebrity. In what ways does that person seem

glamorous? Write a poem where you explore the suspected inner-workings of
a celebrity’s brain. Is glamour relative? Consider the differences between inter-
nal reality and the external package.

55 .. TT EEAACCHHEERR   ––   EE LL II NNOORR   BBEENNEEDD II CCTT   (( PP   22 00 ))
For Discussion:

• Metaphor – Name at least three different ways in which the author uses the
metaphor of a bird to express different concepts.

• The Thing with Feathers – How does the usage of the term “hope” exemplify the
extents of the teacher’s ability? How does the author turn this abstract term
into a concrete notion through the reference to Emily Dickinson?

• Finalist – Why do you believe this poem deserved to be a Finalist in the Poetry
Contest?

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Quote – Think of your favorite quote. What emotions does it evoke with each

read? Write a poem based on that quote, where an abstract emotion is charac-
terized. Find various ways in which you can create different meanings through
one characterization.

66 .. WWHHYY   II   DDOONN ’’ TT   MMEENNTT II OONN   FF LLOOWWEERRSS   WWHHEENN   CCOONNVVEERRSSAATT II OONNSS   WW II TTHH
MMYY   BBRROOTTHHEERR   RREEAACCHH   UUNNCCOOMMFFOORRTTAABBLLEE   SS II LL EENNCCEESS   ––   NNAATTAALL II EE   DD II AA ZZ
((PP   2211 ))
For Discussion:

• Beauty – In what way does the author compare beauty to violence in this
poem? How does this comparison create a societal commentary?

• Brother – How do the actions of speaker’s brother enhance the following story
that he tells? Are the brother’s actions therefore justifiable? Why or why not? 

• Symbolism – How does the author employ symbolism to evoke images of
hatred and abuse?
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11 .. AA   NNAATTUURRAALL   HH II SS TTOORRYY   ––   AA IIMMEEEE   BBAAKKEERR   (( PP   22 77 ))
For Discussion:

• Art and Nature – How does this work blend natural history and art? To what
effect? How does the title of each section reflect this combination?

• Color – How does the author use color to convey both health and emotion?
• Using History – This story contains a famous, real-life character, John James

Audubon. Consider the advantages of writing fiction about a figure who actu-
ally existed and who readers will recognize. How much research do you think is
necessary?

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Blind Yourself with Science – Reflect on the joining of art and science. Write a

story that blends these ideas without falling back on cliché.

FF II CCTT II OONN

77.. TTHHEE   LL II FF EESSPPAANN   OOFF   AA   SSPPAARRRROOWW  ––   MM II CCHHEELLEE   RROOZZGGAA   (( PP   22 66 ))
For Discussion:

• The Familiar – How is the poem a reflection of familiarity? Does the author
challenge this by offering a counteracting claim within the text? 

• Theme – How does the notion of discovery and coming-of-age weave its way
throughout this poem?

• Contest Winner – Why do you believe this was the winning poem for the poetry
division of the contest? 

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Nostalgia Isn’t What It Used to Be – Reflect on the concept of nostalgia. Write a

poem that includes familiar aspects of your own childhood that every reader
can relate to.

22 .. RR II VV EERR   RRUUNNNNEERR   ––   JJAASSOONN   BBRROOWWNN   (( PP   33 44 ))
For Discussion:

• The Baby – Why do the other men laugh when Harry says, “Wife’s having a
baby”? Why does Harry keep remembering his wife being pregnant?

• Flashbacks – In what way does the author use flashbacks? How does this influ-
ence the narrative?

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Debate – Choose a topic of frequent debate in today’s society. Write some lines

of verse in which you challenge some aspects of this topic. Make your final
line explore the limits of your societal commentary.
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33 .. PPRR II NNCCEESSSS   OOFF   PPOOUULLTTRRYY ,,   FFRR II EENNDD   OOFF   TTHHEE   FFOOWWLL   ––   MM II KKEE   II NNGGRRAAMM
((PP   4422 ))
For Discussion:

• Race – How does the author use race in this story? To what effect?
• Originality – In what way does the author approach the issue of originality?

How does this idea mesh into a story about high school teenagers?

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Racism – Write about racism both subtle and pronounced.

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Time – Reflect on flashbacks. Write a story in which time is not linear, includ-

ing flashbacks.

44 ..   EE VVEENNNNEESSSS   --   MMAATTHHEEWW  GGOOLLDDBBEERRGG   (( SSHHOORRTT   SSHHOORRTT   FF II NNAALL II SS TT ))   
(( PP   6600 ))
For Discussion:

• Concepts – In what various ways is the concept of “evenness” explored
throughout this short short story? 

• Imagery – How does the narrator use metaphors and imagery to describe vari-
ous household chores, and thereby characterize his father? 

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Chores – Make a list of a few of your least favorite chores. Create a quick, anec-

dotal account of how fulfilling this chore exemplifies one specific personality
trait.

55 .. MMRR ..   PPOOTTAATTOO   HHEEAADD   RREEVVEEAALLSS   HH II SS   SSEECCRREETTSS   --   MMAAUURREEEENN   AA ..
SSHHEERRBBOONNDDYY   (( SSHHOORRTT   SSHHOORRTT   FF II NNAALL II SS TT ))   (( PP   66 66 ))
For Discussion:

• Nostalgia – In what ways are childhood nostalgia challenged in this short story?
• Politics – How does the author create a political commentary by musing on the

creation of a toy? What message do you believe the author is trying to convey
through the observation of childlike “innocence”?

• Contest Finalist – Why do you believe this short short was chosen as a contest
finalist?

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Naiveté – Think of a situation where you, as a child, were blissfully ignorant to

the ramifications of a particular societal event. This could be cultural or
domestic. Explore the differences between your understanding then and now
through adult eyes.
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66 .. TTHHEE   EE LLEECCTTRROONN II CC   AAGGEE   --   MMAARRKK   MMCCBBRR II DDEE   (( SSHHOORRTT   SSHHOORRTT
CCOONNTTEESSTT   WW II NNNNEERR ))   (( PP   66 88 ))
For Discussion:

• Repression – How does the author compare an embarrassing incident to
repressed physical desires? How does the narrator explore this likeness
throughout the short short?

• Technology – In what ways is technology characterized within the text? How
does it reflect the monotony of everyday life for the narrator? 

• Contest Winner – Robert Olen Butler, the judge for the Short Short Contest, has
a very specific aesthetic when it comes to writing short fiction. Butler insists
upon the importance of the presence of yearning, that a character must desire
for something rather than merely be presented with a problem. Can you pin-
point the yearning in “The Electronic Age,” and why do you believe Butler
chose this story as the winner of the World’s Best Short Short Story Contest?

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Electronic Device – Choose your favorite electronic device. Write a short story

where you explore the significance and limitations of your technological
choice; make certain your character yearns for something unrelated to the elec-
tronic device itself.

NNOONNFF II CCTT II OONN

11.. TTHHEE   BBEEDDSS II DDEE   TT AABBLLEE ::   DDOOWWNNTTOOWWNN   DD II SS TTRR II CCTT ,,   PP LLUUSS   TTHHEE   GGRREEAATTEERR
MMEETTRROOPPOOLL II TT AANN   BBEEDDSS II DDEE   AARREEAA   AANNDD   EENNVV II RROONNSS   ––   AANNDDRREEWW  HHUUDDGG II NNSS
((PP   7700 ))
For Discussion:

• Library – What is the author’s reasoning for having such a significant amount of
checked-out library books? Do you think that the author’s logic is valid?

• Lists – This essay is written in a list format. Is this effective? How does this impact
your experience with the piece?

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Experimental Genre – Write about how you can or cannot relate to the author’s col-

lection of read and unread books. Consider, too, how you developed your own
reading style. Are you the type of reader who once beginning a book must finish it
as quickly as possible to discover how it ends? Do you read at least one chapter a
day, or do you only read when assigned to do so? 

6THE  SOUTHEAST  REV I EW
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33 .. EEXXEEMMPPTT   ––   CC .. DD ..   MM II TTCCHHEELL LL   (( PP   88 99 ))
For Discussion:

• Restraint – In writing, teen pregnancy is often viewed as a taboo subject
because of its tendency toward melodrama. How does Mitchell show emotion-
al restraint and still effectively write about his experience becoming a teen par-
ent? 

• Secrets – How does the author use secrecy to drive the narrative?

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Monologue – The author ends by saying, “we had a lot to talk about.” Consider a

time in your life when you may have been faced with a similarly difficult situa-
tion; write the ending to your nonfiction piece using mostly dialogue.

22 .. HHOOLL LL II FF II EE LLDD ’’ SS   II NNSSOOMMNN II AA   ––   MMAAHHLLOONN   JJOOHHNNSSOONN   (( PP   77 55 ))
For Discussion:

• Quote – Why do you think the author chose to include a quotation at the begin-
ning of the essay? What is its effectiveness?

• Terminology – Consider the author’s use of medical terms. Does Johnson’s use
of such terms serve to validate his experience, or is it at all alienating to a read-
er in a non-medical field?

Follow-Up Exercise:
• Discovery – Johnson tells us that a popular phrase in the world of medicine is,

“Serendipity is the hand maiden of great discoveries.” Write to agree or dis-
agree.

7THE  SOUTHEAST  REV I EW

44 .. CCUUTT   SSCCEENNEE   ––   JJEESSSSEE   WWAATTEERRSS   (( PP   11 00 55 ))
For Discussion:

• Masculinity – Compare and contrast the two definitions of manhood that the
author describes. Discuss how the author emphasizes the fact that cultural
beliefs and practices influence these differing definitions.

• Rite of Passage – After the ceremony in Kenya, the boys must survive in the
wild for a month on their own. During this time, “You hunt together, and fish
together, something is different.” The author is emphasizing the fact that they
are working together by using italics. What is the significance of hunting and
fishing together? Does this influence the definition of Kenyan manhood that
the author is describing? 

• Pacing/Language – How does Waters use language to convey the pain a male
feels during a ceremony? Does the pace of your reading change? If so, is this
effective? Why or why not?

• Landscape – Waters describes both the country of Kenya and Stream’s bruise as
a “sunrise” with “reds and yellows.” Is the author comparing the nation to
Stream’s bruise? If so, why do you think Waters does this? 
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Follow-Up Exercise:
• Beliefs – Think of a certain belief that you have. Research how people in a dif-

ferent part of the country, or even world, think about your same belief. In a
short, nonfiction narrative, write about the differences and similarities that you
discover.

• Round Table – In a group, discuss your experience researching other cultures’
beliefs. Do their beliefs surprise you? Does knowing the beliefs and practices
of another culture influence how you view the world? 

• Gender – Consider the Jewish American definition of manhood that the author
discusses. Write to agree or disagree with that idea of manhood. Create your
own definition for manhood or womanhood and write a short essay about
defining gender.
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